
tradesmen and soldiers, of journeymen and of those who knew -- all set together by 

him with an unified and strict Church point of view. This permitted the Monk Nestor 

to write his history of Kiyvan Rus’ as an inclusive part of world history -- the history 

of the salvation of the human race.                                              

 The monk-patriot expounds the history of the Kiyvan Rus’ Church in the 

significant moments of its historical settings. He speaks about the first mentioning 

of the Kiyvan Rus’ nation in historical sources -- in the year 866, during the time of 

the holy Patriarch of Constantinople Photios; he narrates about the creation of the 

Slavonic alphabet and writing by the holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Cyril and 

Methodius; and about the Baptism of holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Ol'ga at 

Constantinople. The chronicle of the Monk Nestor has preserved for us an account 

about the first Orthodox church in Kiev (under the year 945), about the confessors 

deed of the holy Varangian Martyrs (under the year 983), about the "testing of the 

faiths" by the holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Vladimir (year 986) and the "Baptism of 

Rus'" (the year 988). We are indebted to the first Kiyvan Rus’ Church historian for 

accounts about the first metropolitans of the Kiyvan Rus’ Church, about the 

emergence of the Pechersk monastery, and about its founders and ascetics. The 

times in which Nestor lived were not easy for the Kiyvan Rus’ land and the Kiyvan 

Rus’ Church. Rus' lay torn asunder by princely feuds; the steppe Polovetsian nomads 

laid waste both city and village with plundering raids, they snatched off Kiyvan Rus’ 

people into slavery, and burnt churches and monasteries     . The Monk was an 

eyewitness to the devastation of the Pechersk monastery in the year 1096. In the 

chronicle is given a theologically thought out patriotic history. The spiritual depth, 

historical fidelity and patriotism of the "Tale of Bygone Years" establish it among the 

ranks of significant creations of world literature. 

 Nestor died in about 1114, having left to the Pechersk monk-chroniclers the 

continuation of his great work. His successors in the writing of the chronicles were: 

the hegumen Syl'vestr, adding on contemporary accounts to the "Tale of Bygone 

Years"; the hegumen Moisei Vydubitsky lengthened it to the year 1200; and finally, 

the hegumen Lavrentii, having written in the year 1377 the most ancient of our 

surviving copies that preserve the "Tale" of the Monk Nestor. The hagiographic 

tradition of the Pechersk ascetics was continued by Saint Simon, Bishop of 

Volodymyr, the compiler of the "Kievo-Pechersk Paterikon". Narrating the events 

connected with the lives of the holy saints of God, Saint Simon often quotes, from 

among other sources, the Chronicles of the Monk Nestor.  

 The Monk Nestor was buried in the Nearer Caves of the Monk Antonii of 

Pechersk. The Church also honors his memory together with the Sobor (Assemblage) 

of the holy Fathers of the Nearer Caves on 28 September and on the 2nd Sunday of 

Great Lent when is celebrated the Sobor of all the Kievo-Pechersk Fathers. His works 

have many times been published in English 
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2025 
 

22nd Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 5/ Martyr Nestor 

The Monk Nestor the Chronicler was born at Kiev in 1050. 

In his youth he came to the Monk Theodosii and became a 

novice. Nestor took monastic vows under the successor to 

the Monk Theodosii, and under him was ordained monk-

deacon. 

     Amid other monastic fathers he participated in the 

casting out of a devil from Nikita the Hermit, having become 

fascinated by the Hebrew wisdom of the Old Testament. 

Nestor deeply appreciated true knowledge, humility and 

penitence. "Great is the benefit of book learning, -- said he, 

-- for books point out and teach us the way to repentance, 

since from the words of books we discover wisdom and 

temperance. This is the stream, watering the universe, from 

which springs wisdom. In books we are comforted in 

sorrows, and they are a bridle for moderation. If you enter diligently into the books of 

wisdom, you then shall discover great benefit for your soul. Wherefore one who reads 

books, converses with God or the saints". 

 In the monastery Nestor had the obedience of being the chronicler. In the 1080's 

he wrote the "Account about the Life and Perishing of the Blessed Passion Bearers Boris 

and Gleb" in connection with the transfer of the relics of the saints to Vyshgorod in the 

year 1072. Nestor also compiled the Life of the Monk Theodosii of Pechersk. And in 1091 

on the eve of the altar-feast of the Pechersk monastery, he was entrusted by the hegumen 

John to dig up the holy relics of the Monk Theodosii. 

 The chief work in the life Nestor was the compiling in the years 1112-1113 of the 

"Tale of Bygone Years". "Here is the tale of years from which the Kiyvan Rus’ land came 

to be, -- so with the very first line the Monk specifies his purpose. His is an extraordinarily 

wide circle of sources: of prior Russian chronicle accounts and sayings, monastery 

records, the Byzantine Chronicles of John Malalos and George Amartolos, various 

historical collections, the accounts of the boyar-elder Ian Vyshatich and of 
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Remember in Prayer 
 

Lyuba, Cecilia, Lottie, Evalyn, Collette, Matthew, Allison, Ivy, Jamie, Theo, Pauline, Marianne, Anna, Lisa, Mia, 

Tatiana, Steven, John, Carol, Kayleena, Ariana, Marje, Nick, Andrii, Celia, James, Chelsea, Jhana, Jill, Owen,  

Brian, Jane, Daniel, Jeff, Cheryl, Bonni, Mary, John, Ilariana, Christian, Christine, Maggie, Marissa, Dasha, 

Darleen, Carlos, Blake, Shirley, Barbara, Missy, Nancy, Matthew, Paula  
 

O Lord, Jesus Christ, the physician of souls & bodies, look down on your suffering servants, relieve them of 

their pain and suffering in order that they may be able to arise from their sick-bed and glorify your Holy Name. 

Amen!” 

 

 

 

Neighborhood Resilience Project Food 

Donation Instructions 
 

Please note that our ideal items are 

nonperishable/shelf stable, easy to open (pop 

top cans vs those requiring a can opener), and 

easy to prepare (ramen, mac-and-cheese, etc.). 

 

 
 

Salvation Army gift tags for the Angel 

tree are available at the back of church. 

 

Please return your tags attached to your 

donation UNWRAPPED by November 

30th 

 

Some example items are: 

Cereal 

Shelf stable milk 

Pudding cups/ mix 

Protein bars 

Canned tuna 

Canned chicken 

Ramen noodles 

Canned vegetables 

Canned 

fruit/applesauce 

Canned soup 

Dried soup packets 

 

Pasta sauce 

Canned pasta (such as 

Chef Boyardee) 

Rice 

Beans – dried or canned 

Juice or juice boxes 

Oatmeal 

Snack crackers 

Trail mix/nuts/cookies 

Jam/jelly 

Peanut butter 

Pasta 

Mac and cheese 

 

 

Thank you for your interest in donating to our 

food pantry!  

 
 

 

 


