And so against the background of this horrifying world, let us remember not only the faith of
the Holy Forefathers, but also their faithfulness to Christ the Savior; and as we prepare very
soon to celebrate His Nativity, let us turn away from the paganism that surrounds usand let
us witness our total devotion and loyalty to the One Who said: “Lo, I am with you until the
end of time.” Amen.

What is so special about the Holy Forefathers and who were they? The word “forefathers”
means just that: very distant ancestors of ours. Our most distant ancestors were Adam and
Eve, followed by the biblical patriarchs Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and others who are
mentioned in the Holy Bible. What was so special about them? Adam and Eve were the first
human beings who committed a sin, but they were also the first people to repent. They
repented of their transgressions all of their life.

The Holy Forefathers very strictly and faithfully followed all the commandments which God
sent them: they never compromised their faith because of surrounding circumstances. They
firmly believed that what was right was right and what was wrong was wrong, regardless of
what the majority of people were doing and thinking. In other words, the holy Forefathers
did not subscribe to the man-made theory of “political correctness”! It was not always easy
for them, but they never compromised their faith.

The Holy Forefathers have shown us many bright examples of how to act and how to think:
first of all, that God should be very real for us and not something abstract

In the days of the Forefathers mankind’s view of life was not much different from our times,
but the Forefathers themselves held on to their faith very firmly and did not compromise the
truth of their faith just because the majority thought otherwise. They held on to their faith,
and for this God’s grace made them strong.

Let us try to follow the example of the Holy Forefathers whose memory we gloriously
celebrate today.
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A Modern-Day Miracle December 19,1907  Jacobs Creek, Pennsylvania

The lives of many Orthodox and Greek Catholic miners, living in Van Meter and Jacobs Creek, Pennsylvania, were
spared because they attended religious services on the Feast Day of Saint Nicholas instead of going to work.

They were employed by the Darr mines and were requested to work on December 19, 1907. And despite the fact
that work had been slack, they refused and attended the Liturgy that day instead.

That very day a huge mine explosion occurred, snuffing out the lives of approximately 200 men. Spared were
those who decided instead to attend the Divine Liturgy on the Feast of Saint Nicholas.

JACOBS CREEK, PA, December 19—Religious fervor is due to sweep through the Youghiogheny Valley as
never before as a consequence of the Darr disaster. Today was a holiday of the Greek Catholic Church, and as
such it was observed by many of the men who usually work in the Darr mines. Usually about 400 men toil within
the mine. On account of the religious holiday—it was the Feast of St. Nicholas—this number was nearly cut in
half, and these, almost two hundred men, who were saved by religious devotion, will certainly be more devout
than ever, after the extent of the mine's horror is fully realized.

by Michael Roman

Sunday of the Holy Forefathers

On this Sunday the Church commemorates the Holy Forefathers, i.e. the
earthly ancestors of our Lord Jesus Christ, beginning with the first man,
Adam, and on through Seth, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, King
David, and others. These ancient people, separated from us by millennia,
nevertheless have a direct and close bearing upon us, contemporary
Orthodox Christians.

What connection is there between them and us? In general, the Church
brings them to our attention now, right before Christmas, largely because of their faith - their
belief in the promise given by God to Adam during his expulsion from the garden of Eden, that in
the end a Savior will come into the world and will redeem mankind from original sin. All the
forefathers - who lived on earth long before the birth of Christ - lived and burned with this faith,
never allowing it to be extinguished. They are a shining example to us, who are living on earth
after the incarnation of our Lord. Just like those ancient people we, too, have never actually seen
Christ: they only knew that He would come into the world, while we know that He did come into
the world. But they firmly believed in His coming and their faith was justified.

We are expected to have even greater faith. We must believe that the Lord was, and is, and will
be; that He lived on earth as a man; that through His Church He remains with us constantly; and
that He will again return to earth to judge mankind. But for such a faith the Lord Himself promises
us eternal bliss. When Jesus Christ appeared before the doubting Apostle Thomas, who could not
believe in the Lord’s resurrection unless he actually touched Christ’s wounds, and upon touching
them cried out: “My Lord and my God!”, then the Lord said to the apostle: “Because thou hast
seen Me, thou hast believed; but blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”

But apart from faith there is something else that binds us closely with the ancient forefathers - and
that is their faithfulness to the awaited Messiah. They lived surrounded by a pagan world - a
world which did not yet know Christ, but which had already rejected God. We too live in a similar
and even worse situation. For nineteen centuries after the birth of Christ the world lived with
Christ and the Christian culture, but in the 20th century an abrupt change took place. We now live
in a world that has once again become immersed in paganism., continued on back page
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3 . Remem‘?er n Praye'r ‘ . o December Panahida Neighborhood Resilience Project Food
Lyuba, Cecilia, Lottie, Evalyn, Collette, Matthew, Allison, Ivy, Jamie, Theo, Pauline, Marianne, Anna, Lisa, Mia, Donation Instructions
Tatiana, Steven, John, Carol, Kayleena, Ariana, Marje, Nick, Andrii, Celia, James, Chelsea, Jhana, Jill, Owen, ‘ )
Brian, Jane, Daniel, Jeff, Cheryl, Bonni, Mary, Jo, hn, Ilariana, Christian, Christine, Maggie, Marissa, Darleen, MlCh&Iel Du}l:ewmi 12/1/65 Please note that ideal items are nonperishable/shelf
Carlos, Blake, Shirley, Barbara, Missy, Nancy, Matthew, Paula, Doug, Missy , Mark Wasyl Baschtanni 12/15/95
Katherine Rvwak 12/5/9 stable, easy to open (pop top cans vs those
O Lord, Jesus Christ, the physician of souls & bodies, look down on your suffering servants, relieve them of their pain and . Y requiring a can opener), and easy to prepare
suffering in order that they may be able to arise from their sick-bed and glorify your Holy Name. Amen!” Katherine Holowaty 12/24/98 (ramen, mac-and-cheese, etc.)
Mykola Doroshenko 12/2/03 4 o
Pawlo Weretyk 12/20/04
. . Victor Andree 12/17/05 Cereal Pasta sauce
Christmas Flowers Donation .
In Loving Memory of In Honor of Russel Bronowski 12/ 22/ 05 Shelf stabl ilk C d t h
(names of departed loved ones) (names of living) Debra Burgan 12/ 2/ 06 € stable mi1 z0000le pas d (Suc =
Katherine Java 12/12/13 Pudding cups/ mix  Chef Boyardee)
Christopher Burgan 12/16/15 Protein bars Rice
Stephen Perdziola 12/22/17
Canned tuna Beans - dried or canned
Poinsettias for church will be Canned chicken Juice or juice boxes
delivered on Saturda
\ Y Ramen noodles Oatmeal
January 3rd. Decorating
will start at 11:00AM Canned vegetables Snack crackers
. . , .. . . ' . Canned Trail mix/nuts/cookies
If you would like donate to help beautify God’s House for the nativiy of His son and our savior, Please help and let Larissa Kocelko
please use the envelopes at the back of the church. You can to honor some or remember a know if you plan to arrive later. fruit/applesauce Jam/jelly
departed loved one by placing their names one the envelope
Those who can't participate
| Saturday, please sty after Thank you for your interest in
Please indicate wether the names are of Orthodox Christians or not liturgy to finish up on Sunday. donating to our food pantry!

The Pittsburgh Parking Authority has confirmed that they will not be enforcing parking
in the lot on Sundays going forward. One last call to have parking tickets from
November/December dismissed. Please send Kira your license plate number and ticket

Christmas Schedule

7
“

“\ , Sunday January 4 - Decorate Church after Divine

number if you still have any outstanding tickets. ,-?-',; Liturgy
Homemade soup for sale Wednesday January 6 - Svyat Vecher dinner 5:30 PM
. . (contact Kira Senedak for pot luck coordination) fﬁ:"s'.;,',eﬁ}' ;:2 2',‘;‘;";‘,’,2.2‘{,??.',';‘,’,‘;?,;22 ake
$ 1 O/qt meatless $ 1 Z/qt Wlth meat Blfthday S ) ) you, Satan, your works and your service, and
followed by Great Compline (Znami Boh) 7:00 PM Iam in Christ." Never leave your house
without these words. These will be for you a
1 1 1 od, 5 irresistible to .N
See Pauline Witkowsky Jacob Mawhinney12/3 S only will peopie ot be able to harm you, but
Thursday January 7 - Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM not even the devil.
. St. John Chrysostom
Proceeds support Ukraine Pastoral visit by His Eminence Archbishop Daniel




