
The celebration of the Meeting of the Lord in the church is not merely a historical 

commemoration. Inspired by the same Holy Spirit as Simeon, and led by the same Spirit into the 

Church of the Messiah, the members of the Church also can claim their own “meeting” with the 

Lord, and so also can witness that they too can “depart in peace” since their eyes have seen the 

salvation of God in the person of his Christ. 

          It is customary in many churches to bless candles on the feast of the Meeting of the Lord.   

 St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
1810 Sidney Street Pittsburgh, PA 15203 

Web      www.stvladimirpgh.org                                            FaceBook      StVladimirUOCPghPa 
 

V. Rev. Father John Haluszczak, Pastor           (412)-513-9148          otetsivan@gmail.com 

Subdeacon Nathan Haluszczak      Reader: Nicholas Sampson 

Choral Directors:  Mauri Druash-Gladys, Kira Senedak, and Pani Anne Haluszczak 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2026 
 

Sunday of the Last Judgement / Feast of the Presentation. 

 

 

Meeting of the Lord 
 

         Forty days after Christ was born He was presented to God in the 

Jerusalem Temple according to the Mosaic Law. At this time as well His 

mother Mary underwent the ritual purification and offered the sacrifices as 

prescribed in the Law. Thus, forty days after Christmas, on the 13th of 

February, the Church celebrates the feast of the presentation called the 

Meeting (or Presentation) of the Lord. 

          The meeting of Christ by the elder Simeon and the prophetess Anna 

is the main event of the feast of Christ’s presentation in the Temple. It was 

“revealed to Simeon by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 

he had seen the Lord’s Christ” and, inspired by the same Spirit, he came to 

the Temple where he met the new-born Messiah, took Him in his arms and 

said the words which are now chanted each evening at the end of the 

Orthodox Vespers service: 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word; for mine eyes have seen 

Thy salvation which Thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for the revelation to 

the Gentiles, and for glory to Thy people Israel (Lk 2.29–32). 

          At this time as well Simeon predicted that Jesus would be the “sign which is spoken against” and that 

He would cause “the fall and the rising of many in Israel.” He also foretold Mary’s sufferings because of her 

son. Anna also was present and, giving thanks to God “she spoke of Jesus to all who were looking for the 

redemption of Jerusalem”  

          In the service of the feast of the Meeting of the Lord, the fact emphasized is that Christ, the Son and 

Word of God through Whom the world was created, now is held as an infant in Simeon’s hands; this same 

Son of God, the Giver of the Law, now Himself fulfills the Law, carried in arms as a human child. 

          The Vespers and Matins of the feast of the Meeting of the Lord are filled with hymns on this theme. 

The Divine Liturgy is celebrated with the lines from the canticle of Mary forming the prokeimenon and the 

words of Simeon being the verses for the Alleluia. The gospel readings tell of the meeting, while the Old 

Testament readings at Vespers refer to the Law of the purification in Leviticus, the vision of Isaiah in the 

Temple of the Thrice-Holy Lord, and the gift of faith to the Egyptians prophesied by Isaiah when the light 

of the Lord shall be a “revelation to the Gentiles”                                                     Continued on back page 

A Lenten Prayer Opportunity 

Please see Pani Anne to sign up for a prayer partner 

http://www.stvladimirpgh.org/


 

Remember in Prayer 
 

Lyuba, Cecilia, Lottie, Evalyn, Christine, Avery Larissa, Nicholas, Pauline, Mark, Terri, 

Nathan, Thea, Brandon, Anna Marie, Makayla Gaggini, Lisa Czmola, Natalia (Czmola) Rogers, 

Loreana Smith, Ron Gebet 
 

O Lord, Jesus Christ, the physician of souls & bodies, look down on your suffering servants, relieve them of 

their pain and suffering in order that they may be able to arise from their sick-bed and glorify your Holy Name. 

Amen!” 

 

  

 

Birthdays 
 

Mathew Dukewich and  

Amy Gaggini 2/15 
 

Amy Wowk 2/18 
 

John Potuczko and  

Giorgyi Pivtoraiko 2/19 
 

Eric Brancho and  

Matthew Kolas 2/26 

 

 

   

Homemade soup for 

sale 

 

    $10/qt. meatless    

    $12/qt. with meat 

 

See Pauline Witkowsky 

Proceeds support Ukraine 

 


